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Garden & Grass Clippings
Leaves, Twigs, Bark, Vine &
Wood Chips

Shredded Paper & Newspaper
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Toilet Paper Cardboard Rolls

609-652-3700, ext 209
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PWhere to Stare?

First, select an area of your yard that is conducive to
composting. This should be a spot that receives equal
amounts of sun and shade throughout the day. Next, choose
what to compost in—if anything. Many ready-made bins are
available for purchase, or you can build your own. You can
even create a simple open-air pile often called a “hot pile.”
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For best results, mix equal
parts “brown” (or carbon-rich)
material and “green” (or
nitrogen-rich) material.

Brown material is often dry
matter like twigs, dry leaves,
and nutshells. Green material
is often wet matter like fruit
peels, vegetable ends and
grass clippings. To help
materials break down (or
decompose) more quickly,
reduce larger-sized items to
smaller-sized portions. Water
is important, but often rain is
sufficient. Air is also important,
so the materials should be
aerated or turned on a regular
basis—especially when the
weather is hot.

6 parts Dry Leaves Browns
3 parts Food Scraps Greens
3 parts Fresh Grass Clippings Greens

ADD: Water + Air (an occasional turning)

Heat speeds up decomposmon so black compost bins
often make faster compost than open-air piles. Cover an
open-air pile with black plastic film to help accelerate
the process.

Do not compost meat, fats, bones, oils or dairy products.
These create odor and attract pests.

If your compost has an odor, it may be too wet with too
much “green” (or nitrogen-rich) materials. Sprinkle some
garden lime sparingly and then balance the mixture with
dry “brown” (or carbon-rich) materials like wood chips.

If your compost has an odor, it may not be getting
enough air and ventilating/aerating it may be necessary.
In lieu of aerating materials by turning them with a pitch-
fork, you can poke rods into a compost pile to make air
passages.

If your compost is too dry, add a little water or more wet
“green” materials as you turn the pile.

Your compost is ready when the mixed materials have
decomposed and become “humus” - a dark organic matter
that looks like soil and has an earthy, clean aroma. You can
use this finished product in a variety of ways. When added
to vegetable gardens, it is a source of non-toxic fertilizer.
When added to flower gardens, it helps to retain the
moisture in the soil. Lawns built with compost will drain
better and demand less water. A ring of compost around a
tree will help to feed its root system.

Vbt Wlore Cane U To Be Green
Besides Composed

Quite simply, you can reduce your lawn area. Instead of
large expanses of lawn that can be costly and laborious to
maintain, plant native gardens that are locally-adapted and

require less water, fertilizers and pesticides. They also benefit
wildlife by providing food sources and diverse habitat.
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The best thing you can do for your lawn is cut the grass and
leave the grass clippings. By doing so, you achieve several
things:
You return nitrogen to the soil, creating a healthier lawn
You lower the water requirement of the lawn
You save time and energy by not bagging grass clippings
You save money by not buying harsh chemical fertilizers
You save money on yard waste disposal
You reduce the amount of waste entering our landfills
when you combine this practice with home composting
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A mulching mower is ideal, as
it grinds the grass clippings
into a fine spray that filters
down through the lawn and
reaches the soil, but a regular
mower can be used if you
mow more frequently. Even
with a mulching mower, you
should only mow the top third
| of the lawn, leaving grass

| height between 2.5"-3.5”

| high. The higher the grass, the
healthier the lawn, as tall grass
will shade the soil, cool the
roots and block weed growth.

Vbt Aot Theech ?

Lawn experts agree that grass clippings will not contribute to
thatch problems. Thatch is formed by the accumulation of
dead roots and stems. The more you fertilize and water your
lawn, the faster it grows and the faster thatch accumulates.



